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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over AppUcant 
Admitted Prior Art (AAPA), and further in view of Eschbac (US 2004/0013317). 

Regarding claim 1, AAPA discloses a multi-function image processing apparatus (MFP), 
comprising: 

a system controller (160, fig. 1) communicatively coupled to a network (190), the system 
controller configured to receive a network image processing job sent over the network by a 
network requesting device and configured to control operation of the MFP [0002]; 

an image recorder (130) configured to receive image data and print documents using the 
image data; 

a scanner (110) configured to scan a document and provide scan data as a result; 

an image processor (120) communicatively coupled with the scanner and configured to 
receive the scan data from the scanner, to perform image processing on the scan data to provide 
image-processed data, and to output the image-processed data to the image recorder [0006]; and 
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an interface unit (140) configured to transfer image data between the image processor and 
the system controller in a first mode of operation of the MFP, wherein the image processor 
comprises: 

Applicant in describing the background of the inventions refers to JP 10-269044 and 
discloses that . .10-269044 can not process image data received over the network and send it 
back over a network in a simple and direct manner, without passing the data through several 
MFP components. . Eschbach discloses an image processing (IPU, fig. 1) that "can send digital 
image data to and receive digital image data fi-om any network(s) to which is connected." (fig. 1, 
paragraph [0014]), therefore bypassing any interface unit. Eschbach fiirther discloses that the 
IPU is coupled to different storage medium for processing the image data [0015]. Therefore it 
would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to combine teachings of 
Eschbach with that of AAPA for enabling faster exchange of information between the image 
processing unit and different network(s). 

Regarding claim 2, AAPA discloses the MFP according to claim 1, fiirther comprising: a 
first memory (150) communicatively coupled to the interface unit (140), the first memory 
configured to temporarily store image data, and to provide the image data to the image processor 
in the first mode of operation of the MFP (fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 3, AAPA discloses the MFP according to claim 2, fiirther comprising: a 
second memory (170) communicatively coupled to the system control unit (160), the second 
memory configured to temporarily store image-processed data that has been scanned by the 
scanner and that has been image processed by the image processing unit in the first mode of 
operation (fig. 1). 
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Regarding claims 4 and 6, data clocking in and out of storage during a clock cycle is well 
known and routinely implemented in the art as evidenced by US 2004/0042474 and US 
5,233,335. Therefore it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to 
implement such practice in AAPA's MFP. 

Regarding claim 5, AAPA discloses the MFP according to claim 3, wherein said second 
memory is capable of storing image-processed data that has been received over said network by 
said system controller and that has been image processed by said image processor [0005]. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 7-10 are allowed. The prior art does not discloses an image processing method for 
a multi-function image processing apparatus (MFP) that is coupled to a network, the method 
comprising: a) receiving a local image processing request, the local image processing request not 
being received by way of the network; b) processing the local image processing request; c) 
receiving a network image processing request sent over the network while the MFP is processing 
the local image processing request; d) denying the network image processing request; e) 
completing the local image processing request started in step b); and f) placing the MFP in a 
mode that is capable of accepting a new processing request, wherein the new processing request 
may be either another local image processing request, the network image processing request 
denied in step d), or another network image processing request. 
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Claims 1 1-15 are allowed. The prior art does not discloses an image processing method 
for a multi-function image processing apparatus (MFP) that is coupled to a network, the method 
comprising: a) receiving a network image processing request sent over a network; b) processing 
the network image processing request; c) receiving a local image processing request, not sent 
over the network, while the network image processing request is still being processed; d) 
temporarily halting processing of the network image processing request; e) processing the local 
image processing request to completion; and f) continuing processing of the network image 
processing job request from a point where the network image processing request was halted in 
step d). 



Contact information 

Any inquiry conceming this communication or earUer communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Houshang Safaipour whose telephone number is (571)272-7412. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri. from 6:00am to 2:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are xmsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Moore can be reached on (571)272-7437. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this appUcation or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/612,952 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2625 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published apphcations 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Houshang Safaipour 
Patent examiner 
June 9, 2007 




